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2941 December 13, 1901 

About 5 o'clock on Saturday a man died at one of the tea houses situ- 
ated in the port. This man was a longshoreman and had been engaged 
in his ordinary work of loading and unloading ships. He died after a 
brief illness and an examination showed that it was a case of plague. 
Another case was found to exist in the same house and this man was 
a waiter employed at the place. A cordon of soldiers was placed around 
the house and all who were inside were compelled to remain there. 
There are no official particulars given as yet regarding these cases, but 
my authority was so entirely satisfactory to me that I could not take 
the responsibility of withholding the information from the Department 
pending the announcement from official sources. I may inform the 
Department that the origin of the disease is unknown, as no cases are 
reported among the steamers arriving here. It is not anticipated that 
the plague will assume an epidemic character, and I hope to be able to 
telegraph in a short time that it has ceased to exist at Odessa. I tele- 
graphed the ambassador and I have also written him in regard to the 
existence of the plague here. 

Eespectfully, Thos. E. Heenan, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

Further concerning the plague at Odessa. 

St. Petersburg, Russia, November 20, 1901. 
Sir: I have the honor 10 inclose to you herewith for your informa- 
tion a copy of a note which I have received from the imperial Russian 
ministry for foreign affairs, announcing officially the occurrence at 
Odessa, during the month of October, of 2 cases of disease believed to 
be bubonic plague. It appears that these 2 cases are the only ones 
noted at Odessa by the medical authorities up to the present time. All 
necessary sanitary measures have been adopted by the Eussian Govern- 
ment, and the imperial commission has issued a circular in that con- 
nection, a translated copy of which is hereto attached. 

Respectfully, Charlemagne Tower, 

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary. 

Hon. Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure — Translation.] 

Ministry fob Foreign Affairs, November 17, 1901. 

During the second half of October, old style, 2 cases of disease have appeared at 
Odessa, which the physicians there have suspected to be the plague. These 2 cases 
have been fatal. It is now recognized by the bacteriologists that these were really 
cases of plague. 

Since the death of the second person who was attacked — that is to say, since October 
26 last (November 8), no fresh case has appeared. 

In communicating this information in conformity with Chapter II of the convention 
of Venice, the imperial ministry for foreign affairs begs to add that all the necessary 
sanitary measures have been taken by the imperial Government. 

Inclosed is a copy of the notice upon this subject which is published in the Official 
Messenger. 

[Inclosure— Translation.] 

A circular issued by the imperial commission for combating bubonic plague. 

According to the report of Professor Vysokovitch, of the University of St. Vladimir, 
who has been sent to Odessa, both the fatal cases which occurred in that city and a 
notice of which was published by the Official Messenger, in its No. 241, have been 
recognized as bubonic plague. 

In consequence of the discovery of these cases, ou October 27 (November 9), the 
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acting prefect of the city of Odessa ordered that a cordon should be drawn around the 
houses in which these cases had occurred, and the houses were disinfected ; all the 
inhabitants of (he houses were placed under medical surveillance, and a complete 
series of sanitary measures have been taken in the city and its environs in order that 
this disease should not spread. 

The imperial commission having examined in detail all the instructions issued by the 
medical sanitary board of the city of Odessa, as well as other information relating 
thereto, has decided, (1) that the measures taken in Odessa are systematic and suffi- 
cient ; (2) to establish a medical examination of all vessels before they leave the port 
of Odessa as well as of those arriving at Odessa ; (3) to establish a medical inspection 
of all passengers leaving Odessa by railway ; (4) to oblige owners of passenger sea- 
going vessels upon internal waterways, which ply regularly between the porte of the 
Black Sea, to have a doctor on board, the certificate of the said doctor to be attested to 
by the governors or prelects of police of those ports or places where the vessels are 
registered ; (5) temporarily, until further advice, to prohibit the export from Odessa 
of the following articles : (a) Linen, clothes, and dresses which have been in use, as 
well as bed linen and bed covering ; (6) rags, including those pressed by hydraulic power 
and transported as goods packed in bales ; i c) raw hides, dressed and undressed leather ; 
(d) bones, claws, hoofs, horse-hair, wool, silk, and raw wool ; (e) human hair, and (6) old 
sacks may be exported by land when accompanied by a certificate issued by the med- 
ical board of the prefeci of the city of Odessa, setting forth that the sacks intended for 
export have been submitted to proper disinfection. 

Governors and prefects of cities are to watch carefully that no old sacks shall leave 
the districts under their jurisdiction without the necessary certificate. 

No fresh case of bubonic plague has made its appearance since the last fatal case 
which occurred on October 26 (November 8), 1901. 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 

Arrangements for the care of lepers. 

Berlin, Germany, November 27, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit the following information regard- 
ing the arrangements made in the Straits Settlements for the care of 
persons affected with leprosy, obtained from the imperial health office 
at Berlin. 

Eespectfully, Frank H. Mason, 

United States Consul- General. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine Hospital Service. 



"In exercise of the powers conferred by section 9 of the Straits Settle- 
ments Ordinance No. IV of 1900, the resident-general has been pleased 
to make the following rules : 

'•1. The orders and certificates to be used under the ordinance shall 
be, respectively, in the forms set forth in the schedule hereto subjoined. 

"2. The asylum shall be employed for the detention and treatment of 
persons of Malay nationality only. 

"3. The asylum shall be under the management and control of the 
State surgeon of Perak, assisted by such resident staff of apothecaries, 
dressers, and attendants as may from time to time be necessary. 

"4. The district surgeon, Lower Perak, shall visit the asylum twice a 
month, or oftener when it may be necessary. He shall, with the 
approval of the State surgeon, make such rules for the internal manage- 
ment of the asylum as may be required for the guidance of the resident 
staff in their duties. He shall have entire administrative control over 
the resident staff of officers and servants, and shall superintend the 
treatment of patients. 



